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The Oxford Report

Just published, this deals with armed robbery in
the Metropolitan Police District in 1990. It states
that “most of the real fircarms used by our sample
of convicted armed robbers were obtained through
informal criminal contacts rather than from
organised black market suppliers of illegal firearms,”
as this is, of course, quite contrary to 8ir Paul
Condon’s published beliefs, one might say that
evidence is crucial.

Changes at Bisley

During the first four months of the year we
completed the first phase of refurbishment of the
NRA Offices, to present a more customer friendly
face, to centralise the staff, and to release space which
was not used economically. The reorganisation has
'shaken down' and I hope we can achieve the next
phase, modernisation of the first floor, to allow the
museum to be established next year.

Sponsorship

Members may have noticed the stylish ear defenders
used.in the Vizianagram match and for the NRA
Corporate Hospitality days; these have come from
the manufacturers, Eurosafe, who also sponsor the
cadet-oriented courses run by the NRA.

The Journal

The Spring edition was the first to be produced
under the editorship of Peter Hicks. Readers’
comments have been favourable, This edition is
printed by Colin Judge, and is the first in which
the riew team has the chance to show its mettle.

My JMC Thompson

The Standing Disciplinary Committee has suspended
Mr Thompson indefinitely from membership of the
Association. He is not to have access to firearms or
ammunition on any range under the authority of the
National Rifle Association.

GBRT Captaincy

Nominations in writing should be with the Chief
Executive no later than 3lst October for the
following captaincy: Australia - 1997

MoD Range Charges (before VAT) - wef 1/4/95

. Outdoor Ranges
Gallery & Barrack Ranges
£3.00/half day/target -

Indoor Ranges
£10.00/2 hours
for 5 or more lanes

ETR £5.00/2 hours
- £5.50/ half day/lane for 4 or less lanes

Multiple Target Ranges
(eg 25m Pistol)

£5.70/group of 5 targets (
per half day ’

The Gun and Sport Shop

{KEN CHARD}

76 Fore Street, Heavitree, Exeter EX1 2RR
Telephone: Exeter 71701

Genuine leather hand-made “Riflemans”
SHOOTING CASE

Keeps ammunitior, and accesseries tidy, dry and easily at hand.
’ Size 17" x 7W" % 7'
Special weather protection design.

£70.00 inc. VAT + £68.00 P&P carriage

ENGLISH LEATHER SINGLE POINT “MEXICO™ SLING, HAND MADE £19.50
Scoring Diagrams £2,50 per 100 + 30p per 10¢ postage
NEW LINE: 3" WIDE BRIM WAXED COTTON WATEBPROOF SHOQTING HAT,
OLIVE OR NAVY, SML, MED, LGE & XL £25.00

FULL BORE TARGET RIFLES
Chaice of several Enfield 7.62 complsete with sights £150.00 to £300,00
Several Enfield originals in .303 cal from £130.00
Customized P14 in .62 match trigger 4 sights £225.00

PISTOLS
38 spec and 357 mag revolvers from £130.00, AMT 9mm short auto as new £200.00
Waebtey & Scott .22 Ml pistol £120.00. 46 ACP A1 with new colt barre| £250.00

SHOTGUNS
Reminaten 1100 L/H 12B 3 shot £375 as now
Remington 1100 mag 12B 3 shot £425 mint
Several auto's and pumps 3 and & shot trom £130

PRIGES INC. OF VAT, CARRIAGE EXTRA

PARKER HALE APPUIHTEI] SMITH & WESSON STOCKISTS

@ Shooting

RIFLES
Main agents for IMPERIAL GUN CO.-PARAMOUNT, MUSGRAVE,
ANSCHUTZ, STEY.R and SAUER,
HANDGUNS
We are Main agents for SMITH & WESSON, COLT, GLOCK,
TANFOGLIO, SIG, PARDINI, HAMMERLI, UI\IQUE and BERNADELLL
AlIR RIFLES & PISTOLS
Parker-Hale Dragon, Weihrauch, Webley, Airarms, B.S.A,, FAS,
Feinwerkbau.

WE STOCK
Kowa and SFottmg scopes and binoculars. _
Nikko-Sterling, Apolio & Tasco scope sights,

Imperial Gun Co. “T-Stand” scope stands {various cclours).
Waterproofs for you and your rifle,

Agents for Tucker “made to measurs” shooting jackets,
AMMUNITION: Lapua, Samson, Norma, RWS-Geco, Winchester,
Eley, Mountain & Sowden Magtech and Federal,

7.62 SAMSON MATCH with 150gn Sierra Matchking heads. £8.95 x 20,
SAMSON NATO, Boxer primed, £4.50 x 20, £220 per 1000,
303 Kynoch MkVTI ball '63 cordite, £8,50 x 50. £164 X 1000.

RELOADING: Lee and RCBS presses and accessories,
POWDERS: Hercules, Vhitavouri, Hodgdon, Winchester, 84 & GM3,
BULLET HEADS: Samsgon, Sierra, Nosler, Hornady & Speer.

Parker-Hale cleaning equipment and sccessories. Sweet’s oil and
solvent. Hoppe’s No, 9 solvent and Gold Medalion bore cleaner.
WARTHOG Gun-care products including Purdey stock-care kits,

" G. T. SHOOTING __
oA 53 Chipatead Valley Road, Coulsdon
Surray CR5 2RB England :
Tel/Fax 081-660-8843 {24hr, answering service}
Open 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. (Friday til 7pm)

Oxford University Kenya Tour
by A Reynolds (Adj) and D Lowe (Captain)

h Before the "off' the touring party displayed letsured caIm
- about the only time they did.

Having only 8 weeks to organize the tour was per-
haps not the best way to make all the preparations
for it, but at Easter the invitation from Maj. Peter
Okeyo came and the countdown began. Having
managed to squeeze in a few Tshirts and the odd
change of under-pants (naturally adhering to the
medium to dark brown dress regulations!) amongst
the 50kg of .22 ammo and the long range targets
we were to take, we set off to Heathrow comman-
deering many parents and their Swedish APCs.
Trying to be one step ahead of the game, Andy Adj
was sent on ahead of the rest of the team by a few
hours on the British Airways flight—to smooth our
way through Kenyan customs—not as many peo-
ple suspected, that OURC was so high ranking
these days that the adjutant should travel sepa-
rately! Fore-warned may very well be fore-armed,
however without the help of Charles Gushuru I am
sure we could have been stuck at the airport for
years.

So, having arrived in one piece, we said our good-
byes to one-another, before being whisked away to
the homes of unsuspecting Kenyan shooters. Some
of us.then tried to catch up on lost sleep, others
decided to have a look around Nairobi practising
the ever essential bargaining positions, especially
number 145, and a few of the team went on Sa-
fari. As for the night life, I think I can get away
with saying that it was wide-ranging: from the high
society dinner at the Karen Club, to the “dancin’
all night” at Carnivores, and for two of the team,
experiencing the delights of having their house
broken into. The concept of “fight crime—shoot
back" was taken one step further, with “ fight crime,
shoot first" !
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After our two day break, the effects of the flight
and the altitude had worn off, But our team medic,
Mark Goodwin, was still reporting widespread symp-
toms ofjet-lag, caused not so much by the time dif-
ference, as by our slow switch to Africa time. A classic
example of this was Captain Delboy’s brainwave that

¥ . we should arrive an hour before we were sched-

uled to start shooting at the Stoni Athi range at
10am on Thursday 30th June: time to tighten the
bedding and all that.

This proved to be one of many faux pas that the
Laurel and Hardy (Capt/Adj.) duo managed to come
up with. Having left Nairobi, bleary-eyed, we ca-
reered across the Kenyan countryside until we
reached the wilderness that is Stoni Athi, to find,
well, not a lot.

Seeing that we were going to have time on our
hands, until the shooting got under way, the cap-
tain and adj. took the opportunity to inspect the
field. It was, needless to say, stony.

Gradually as the day wore on, people began to ar-
rive and by lunchtime it looked that we might actu-
ally start; so we had a break for lunch--not wanting
to rush into anything. After a truly unsurpassable
couple of hours at the Small World Country Club,
the international match got into full swing around
4pm — and as the last shots at long range were
fired the sun slipped below the distant horizon and
our first day was over, or was it. To spend a night
under the stars listening to the gentle chirping of
the Kenyan wildlife al fresco would have sufficed,
I'm sure—but we were grateful to the officers who
gave up their beds when it was noticed that there
was a distinct shortage in the tent department.

The next day, Friday 1st July, was the first day of
the 56th Kenyan Open Target Rifle Meeting. This
began three days of early mornings and much lug-
ging around of kit. Luckily the range was adjacent
to where we eventually set up camp. So you could
fall out of bed five minutes before a detail and ar-
rive in plenty time. Taking a leaf out of the new
NRA rules on range safety, you were not able to
set up on the point until about two minutes before
the time that the detail was due to start. This en-
sured that there was a mad dash to get ready and
then ...well let's just say that the phrase “hurry up
and wait" was bantered around after this little ex-
ercise. The other benefit from having the range so
close to where we were staying was that the loos
weren’t too far away. Although having said that,
there were times when even two steps seemed to
be a million miles! Whilst on the subject of toiletry,
VIP will never mean the same again!!
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As for the shooting, we were astounded by how
well everything went. It was slightly frustrating to
have lost the international match by a point, but
looking back, it was our first shoot in Kenya, and
it was a prelude to three days of excellent shoot-
ing with Oxford enjoying dizzy heights - and I'm
not just talking about being 5000' above sea level.

Alex Pilgrim at Stoni Athi - no trees to give unwanted

turbulence - or shade.
The team won the Staff Officers Cup and came
second in several other team competitions that ran
concurrently with the individual competitions.
Nick Mace (Queen Elizabeth Coll. & Pembroke)
and JT Miller (Charterhouse & Pembroke) came
second and third respectively in the Elected Mem-
bers Cup. Andrew Reynolds (RGS Guildford &St
Johns) and Lucy Summers (Bradfield &St Hildas)
came second and third in the Stuart Wortley Tro-
phy and Lucy went on to become overall Ladies
Champion. Matt Charlton (RGS Guildford &
Brasenose) came second in the AO Roberts Memo-
rial Cup and Derek Lowe (RGS Guildford &
Merton) in the Drummond Trophy. Nick Mace also
came second in the Universities Cup and third in
the Grand Aggregate with 589.60 ex 600.

In the Championship of Kenya ( Kenya's equiva-
lent of Queen’s ) the course of fire comprised 2 &7
at 200m, 500m and 600m; 2 & 10 at 300m, 500m
and 600m and 2 & 15 at 800m and two shoots at
900m. Unlike the Queen’s, the stage 1 score was
carried forward as well. After the first shoot at
900m, the top 24 were announced and they com-
peted in the final. Six of the finalists were from
Oxford—James Carswell (Mill Hill & University),
Matt Charlton, Lucy Summers, Derek Lowe,
Andrew Reynolds, Nicholas Mace. Four points
down, lying in second place, Andrew Reynolds
fired 70.3, scoring 455.43 and clinched the title by
two points ahead of Benson Matetai (Kenya) and
Derek Lowe.

Doesn't matter where it is, that first ride in a chair is
something else - Andy Reynolds enjoys!

After packing all our gear hurriedly and surviving
extensive celebrations a very hung-over Oxford
team was woken before dawn to load up our team
van and hit the road. Next stop the beach, 500km
away—how simple. After an hour and a half's driv-
ing we were back where we started from, having
had a slight detour to get petrol. So surely now eve-
rything would be OK?? But no!

We did plan to take things slowly, but taking three
hours over lunch might have been stretching
things just a little, regardless of how beautiful Voi
Safari Lodge was. The time was 4pm and dusk was
around 6.30. Then the event happened that the
captain had feared all along: we finally came a
cropper by being run off the road. That in itself is
not much of a problem, the problem was the hiss-
ing sound that then ensued. Yes we had a flat. By
the time the team had got their cameras out, not
only had the tyre gone as flat as a pancake, but we
now had an audience.

With much coaxing we managed to lift the bus up
and fit the spare. We were on our way as the sun
set behind the distant mountains, all was quiet in
the bus. Not through tiredness or awe at the breath-
taking scenery. No—it was through the certainty
that exuded from everyone that our spare was
about to give up the ghost. So with a “psss” from
the tyre every now and then we wound our way
to Mombasa. There we found that our tyre pres-
sures were variously 18, 24, 34 and 42psi: not a
good combination in any order when the minibus
is overloaded and doing more than 50mph down
a bumpy road. With a few adjustments and patch-
ing up the torn tyre we set off again, heading North
to Watamu. The roads had not been too bad up to
then, but now they were beyond belief. It had been
printed in the national newspapers that Japanese
tourists were mistaking the pot holes in the road
for the Ngorongoro Crater. They were huge. So two
hours of slalom driving then followed before we
reached the blissful Hemingways. We arrived at

10pm, 16 hours after leaving Stoni Athi, to see our
tyre finally split and melt into the sand.

Hemingways was like another world— peaceful
with a beach that stretched for miles and food that
would rival most top restaurants mixed with excel

Exciting opportunities were passed up!
"Yes , I know the bus's tyres are naff, and no, I am not
going to make him an offer.”

lent weather and an ambient temperature of 85° +.
We had a well deserved rest there before our re-
turn journey. It certainly was not as bad as the
journey down to the coast—at least the hour we
were towed didn't use any petrol. Our Chinese
driver didn’t know any English or Swahili, so
conversation lagged a bit in his cab: “You
English?","Yes.".. 90 second pause... “You English?”,
“Yes, ...still”, and so on. We arrived at Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport after some spectacular driv-
ing by Alex Pilgrim just in time for flights home.

Whilst we can be nothing but grateful to our driv-
ers, I'm afraid they don’t escape having a little fun
poked at them. Memorable moments surely have
to be when Alex Pilgrim engaged fourth gear in
trying to go backwards; she then lifted the clutch
while trying to increase revs using the brake
pedal—funnily enough the van stalled, three times.
This rates quite highly, along with Matty C's 'the
hand-brake feels very hot', having realized that for
the past 100 miles we had been driving with it on.
Thanks to them and Tamsin O'Connell for putting
up with the back seat drivers.

I
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Thanks to Peter Okeyo for all his organizing; Brian
and Shelagh Hawkins, Parminder Saimbi, Guru
Gbaley and his brother and Bruce Stark for accom-
modating the Oxford team. Thanks also to John
de Havilland of the Lovell and Green Trust, the
Royal Grammar School Guildford Parents' Associa-
tion, Merton and other Oxford Colleges for their
financial support.

In conclusion the team would like to recommend
Kenya and in particular the Kenyan Open Cham-
pionship to any team thinking of going. The Ken-
yan team's friendly sportsmanship makes them
rightly popular at Bisley and the generosity of the
hospitality and welcome on their home ground will
not soon be forgotten: we have yet to hear of any-
one else using helicopters to arrange their guests’
accommodation! There were times when things
didn’t run as smoothly as they do here in the UK,
but I think that we enjoy a pretty pampered time
here and sometimes things are taken for granted.
The most important point about Kenya was that
everyone's main objective was to enjoy the sport
and have a good time (something that is often over-
looked at Bisley and the DCRA meeting) and both
hosts and guests succeeded in this. The weather
was ideal for shooting — no rain and a tempera-
ture of low seventies made a change from the un-
bearable temperatures we can get here. Beware
the altitude and light though: 900m at 5000ft is a
long way from 1000yds at Bisley; and Stickledown
at 7pm is not a patch on Stoni at 6pm!

Oxford’s next major tour will hopefully be to South-
ern Africa in 1996, although with a Guernsey man
on the team a quick week-away might be on the
cards some time. Thanks again to all the team for
putting up with being cajoled by the Management
and to our Kenyan rafiki—Kwa heri ya kuanana !

Memories are made of this - or a close approximarionm




