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Returning to Raton

Ed Welford

The England Target Rifle Team has previously travelled to Raton in 1999 and 2008. 
Having been to Raton in 2008 myself, I thought it would be good to give an overview 
of what we should expect.

The shooting venue is the Whittington Center in New Mexico, which is a 33,300 acre 
range complex at an altitude of 6,300 feet. It is just over 4,800 miles from Bisley as 
the crow flies. We will be shooting on their High Power 1000 yard rifle range which 
faces North North East towards the hills beyond. The firing points are built up from the 
spoil of the old coal mine so it’s a good idea to use a nice thick shooting mat.

Each day on the range begins with flag raising and the American National Anthem 
being played outside the Eagle’s Nest clubhouse. For individual shoots you are paired 
with another shooter, and if they are local you may be lucky enough to hear some 

native phraseology, as was certainly the case in 2008 (please see the tour diary for colourful examples). There 
was one particular individual, beloved of the team who would daily provide new turns of phrase for us to enjoy.

Some of my personal learnings from the 2008 tour were as follows: firstly not to lock one’s keys in the rental car, 
especially right before it’s time to move back to the next distance! This is where I discovered our team armourer’s 
skillset thankfully did cover car theft. Also be careful to listen out for the call for the bus to the pits (butts) to 
ensure that you are there to mark the target as planned. You will be relieved to find that the target mechanisms 
at the Whittington Center are somewhat easier to operate than those at Bisley.

I was recently told a cautionary tale by someone who had shot at Raton of when they had an ill-fated trip to the 
portaloos on the range. The portaloos are driven on a trailer between distances but unfortunately for them, the 
driver hadn’t noticed that one of the cubicles was occupied and started driving to the next range. The individual in 
question quickly finished what they were doing and opened the door just as the trailer hit a pothole. At that point 
they fell off the trailer, ripped their trousers and injured their leg. Apparently there was little sympathy from the 
onlookers in the nearby school bus about to head to the pits. If you are going to use the facilities, it’s probably a 
good idea to let someone know to prevent a similar situation.

I have no doubt that the hospitality of our hosts will be just as exceptional as it was in 2008 but the wind we 
encounter on the range is likely not to be as kind. Generally when I was last there, the wind was light in the 
morning for short range and built throughout the day as the temperature rose and as we got further away from 
the targets. Typically the wind started from the west and swung round to the east during the morning. If there was 
stronger than usual wind in the morning, then we were definitely in for a challenging afternoon! The temperature 
was quite cool overnight and in the morning, and didn’t normally exceed 25 degrees Celsius during the day. There 
is the possibility of rainstorms but let’s hope that they are few and far between. The red and yellow flags there are 
lighter in weight than those at Bisley and have been known to disagree with each other regarding wind direction 
from time to time!

The America Match has thus far only been won by the USA on alternate attempts, so it remains to be seen whether 
they can retain it for the first time, having won it in Canada in 2022...
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